
 

 

INSAAF ZINDABAD! FEMINISTS FOR FREEDOM, PEACE & JUSTICE 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

On 15 August, 
 Feminists Ask, ‘Are We Really Independent?’  

‘Kya Hum Sachh Mein Azaad Hai?’ 
 
 

15 Aug, 2020: On this, the 74th Independence Day of India, we are deeply troubled at the 
state of ‘independence’ in the nation. As feminists committed to democratic values, we ask, 
‘where is the real independence, the real freedom for citizens to think, speak, write, educate, 
agitate, organize, resist, dissent or question?’  

From late 2019 to early 2020, India and the world witnessed 100+ days of strong, vibrant, 
peaceful, feminist, mass people’s movements asserting the vision of a diverse, egalitarian 
and just India against the deeply discriminatory CAA-NRC-NPR project of the government. 
This was followed by a brutal crackdown by the State in different parts of the country, but 
especially in Delhi which reeled under the worst ‘riots’ in 40 years, targeted primarily against 
Muslim populations.  

Today, Delhi is also the epicenter of a systematic onslaught of interrogations, arrests, 
harassment, of activists, students, university professors, lawyers, media persons, etc. The 
idea being to not just silence voices of dissent; but also to cause a chilling effect on entire 
communities/peoples’ who have dared to speak up for democratic rights, constitutional values, 
equality, diversity, pluralism, justice and peace. These attacks are backed by vicious 
misinformation campaigns by the State, Delhi Police and vested interests in the media. Facts are 
being twisted into false narratives, peacemakers being blamed for the violence, while the 
instigators and perpetuators of violence continue to roam free and operate with impunity.  

This is amply demonstrated by countless instances of which we cite just three here:  
 

- 8 July 2020: Special CP (Crime & Economic Offences Wing) Praveer Ranjan, cites 
“intelligence inputs” that the arrests of “some Hindu youth” from riot-hit areas in 
Northeast Delhi has led to a “degree of resentment among the Hindu community” and “due 
care and precaution” must be taken while making arrests, and Investigating Officers must 
be “suitably” guided. 
 

- 8 August 2020: Three women residents were beaten and the 17-year-old among them, was 
sexually assaulted by the police at the Bhajanpura Police Station. They had filed a 
complaint regarding communal slurs and slogans raised by neighbors on 5th August, 
following the ‘bhoomi pujan’ ceremony in Ayodhya for the Ram temple. They had returned 
to ask for an FIR to be registered when they were attacked.  

 
- 11 August 2020: A journalists’ team was surrounded, heckled and beaten up by a Hindu 

mob amid police presence in North East Delhi, compelling them to delete the footage they 
had shot for a story on the communal tensions that had broken out in the area on 5th 
August. The female staffer of the team was both, sexually and physically assaulted by the 
group. 

 
 
 



 

 

We condemn this politics of intimidation and lawlessness, enabled by the actions and inactions of 
the State and its agencies. 

We demand a just enquiry into all instances of hate crimes and violence in North East Delhi in 
February, 2020 and thereafter.  

We reject the toxic state and patriarchal narratives that seek to deny womxn’s* right to political opinion 
and action. The protesters, now stuck in domestic lockdown (due to Covid-19) or state lockups (due to slew 
of fake cases and draconian laws) only give us more reason to organize and speak out for what is right and 
just.  

We assert our democratic right to freedom of speech and expression, to express our dissent against 
the injustices of the legislature, the judiciary and the executive. We resist the enforcement of this 
undeclared Emergency on the people. 

We remain inspired by the masses of people, led by womxn from the muslim communities, who 
struggled to reclaim our constitutional rights and values from the jaws of the right wing, as they try to 
convert a diverse, pluralistic India into a Hindu Rashtra. 

We stand in solidarity with all political prisoners who are being persecuted for exercising their 
democratic right to dissent draconian laws and decisions of the current regime.  
 

WE ARE: INSAAF ZINDABAD - FEMINISTS FOR FREEDOM, PEACE AND JUSTICE (IZ-FFPJ): 

• an autonomous, self-funded initiative of feminists from organizations, alliances and groups across 
religion, class, caste, ethnicity, ability, sexuality and genders who share feminist values of asserting 
equity, justice and freedom from all forms of oppression. 

• committed towards equal citizenship and rights for everyone, in particular, women, trans, queer 
people facing State repression for their participation in the mass movement against CAA-NRC-NPR. 

• a campaign that stands firm with the conscience keepers of the nation. 

The only hope we have to take on this toxic masculinist state and its aggressions against 
women, queer and trans* people is by being together. And together, we shall endeavour to 
reclaim and assert our citizenship, democratic rights and spaces. 

Signatories on behalf of Insaaf Zindabad – Feminists for Freedom, Peace and Justice 

1. Annie Raja and Rushda Siddiqui, National 
Federation of Indian Women – NFIW 

2. Apeksha, Activist, Mumbai  
3. Arundhati Dhuru and Meera Sanghamitra, 

National Alliance of People’s Movements - 
NAPM 

4. Aatreyee Sen, Aditi Vajpeyi and Manshi 
Asher, Citizens Rights Forum, Kangra, 
Himachal Pradesh 

5. Ayeesha Rai, National Network of Sex 
Workers - NNSW 

6. Chayanika Shah, Forum Against Oppression 
of Women – FAOW 

7. Grace Banu and Bittu Karthik Kondaiah, 
Trans Rights Now Collective 

8. Hasina Khan, Bebaak Collective 
9. Kavita Krishnan, All India Progressive 

Women’s Association – AIPWA 
10. Kavita Srivastava and Lara Jesani, People’s 

Union for Civil Liberties - PUCL 
11. Mariam Dhawale, All India Democratic 

Women’s Association – AIDWA 
12. Madhuri, Jagrit Adivasi Dalit Sangathan – 

JADS, Madhya Pradesh 

13. Mridul, LABIA - A Queer Feminist LBT 
Collective 

14. Muthamizh Kalai Vizhi, Neelam, Tamil 
Nadu 

15. Poonam Kaushik, Pragatisheel Mahila 
Sangathan - PMS 

16. Priyanka Samy, Women's Voice, Benguluru  
17. Rama Melkote, Sajaya, Sandhya, Padmaja 

Shaw and others, Women and Transgender 
Organizations Joint Action Committee, 
Telangana – WT-JAC 

18. Rituparna, Activist, Delhi  
19. Sabah, Parcham Collective 
20. Shabnam Hashmi, Act Now for Harmony 

and Democracy – ANHAD 
21. Sohini, Jan Jagran Shakti Sangathan – JJSS, 

Bihar 
22. Tejaswini, Hyderabad for Feminism - HFF 
23. Vani Subramanian and Anuradha Banerji, 

Saheli 
24. Women Against Sexual Violence and State 

Repression (WSS) 
25. Many concerned feminists.  

 

Contact us: insaafzindabad@protonmail.com 
 

 
* a term used to foreground transgender, non-binary and queer persons, and women from marginalized locations 
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