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23rd January 2008

MOSUL – Human rights discussion

In the frame of the activities for the International Day of Action promoted by WSF, the 
VEEN – Organisation for Children Protection of Mosul (Iraq) organised a roundtable of 
discussion on human rights. 

Nine  participants  attended,  most  of  them  young  people  working  in  associations  and 
coming from different  backgrounds: journalists, NGO officers, lawyers. Their political and 
religious extraction was different as well: Muslims, both Sunni and Shia, and some Kurds 
too. 

The discussion mainly focused on the concept of human rights and on the many violations 
going on in Iraq, with particular attention to the right of living in your hometown, as some of 
the participants are displaced because of security reasons. 

The young organiser,  Layla,  underlined many times the importance of  women’s role in 
society and reminded the responsibility of education for children. She recently had the 
chance to travel to Spain and attend some meetings organised by the Women in Black 
association,  and she clearly recalls:  “our presence was just a little example. We didn’t 
change the world, we didn’t resolve Iraqi situation, but we were there, speaking out that we 
are ready for a new society”.

Many resolutions came out of the meeting: the group wants to call  for a more secular 
society, in order to remove all the limitations imposed on women to participate in politics 
and to express themselves.
As in most of the organisations in Iraq, they had little information about the World Social 
Forum, but they intend to be ready next year with a wider action. 
As a young Iraqi woman, here’s the message that Layla would forward to all  the WSF 
participants and supporters: “we Iraqi women are able to be active part of the society, and 
we are ready too. That’s our conviction today”.
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24th January 2008

ERBIL: Youth awareness afternoon

The Hiwar  Centre (Hiwar means “Dialogue” in Kurdish)  organised and hosted the first 
activity related to the Global Week of Action promoted by the World Social Forum with the 
slogan “A new world is possible”. 

The Youth Organisation of Erbil called up some activists and some intellectuals involved in 
peacebuilding initiatives and  in co-operation with Al Mesalla organisation they set up an 
“awareness raising afternoon”. The main guest of the event has been Mawjood Saman, 
one of the most relevant intellectuals of Kurdistan, who inaugurated the afternoon cutting 
the ribbon, and opening a small exhibition of satirical drawings made by a young Kurdish 
artist, Bakhtiar Aziz.

The drawings were picturing with ironic comments some of the most common day-by-day 
situations in Iraq: the struggle for electricity and fuel, the promises that US throws to Iraq, 
the corruption, the difficulties of journalists trying to be true to their work, and many other 
reminders of the challenges Iraqis face everyday. The second part of the afternoon was 
dedicated to poetry: Mawjood Saman recited some of his own written poems in Kurdish 
language about oppressed people and about struggling for freedom.

The poetry reading was attended by some 15 people, and followed by discussion about 
respect of human rights. 
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26th January 2008

ERBIL: Panel discussion “Dialogue and Diversities”

Dialogue and diversities: that was the title of the first panel discussion held in Erbil for the 
Global Day of Action promoted by World Social Forum. 
The  initiative  has  been  jointly  programmed  and  organized  by  the  Iraqi  association  Al 
Mesalla, by the Italian NGO Un Ponte Per... and by the Spanish association NOVA, which 
are the main supporters of a wide Nonviolent Movement established in Iraq called LAONF. 

Almost  30 participants  attended the panel,  among whom some journalists  of  the Iraqi 
newspaper “Regai Kurdistan”, representative of the Kurdish Communist Party, the Islamic 
Kurdish Party, the Nationalist Kurdish parties, several NGO officers - mostly coming from 
women organisation (The Kurdish Women League, Cultural and Social Centre for Women 
in Erbil,  Al  Amal  organisation)  -,  the representative  of  the Kurdish Network for  NGOs, 
several members of youth organisations and some intellectuals.
At the same time in a different place, the Kurdish Government held a civil celebration to 
commemorate the massacre or Kurds done in 1998 during Saddam Hussein dictatorship. 

     

Ismaeel Dawood, long time activist on human rights, co-founder of Al Mesalla organisation 
and  now  collaborating  with  Un  Ponte  Per,  introduced  the  discussion  mentioning  the 
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principles of the World Social Forum and the importance of participation of the civil society 
in any democratic process.
Strong emphasis was put on the meaning of social justice, one of the concepts that the 
World Social Forum is promoting. Social justice is to be intended as a higher respect for 
human  rights,  more  room  for  women  in  politics  and  in  the  community,  clearer  and 
undistorted information, fair access for everyone to social services. All this leads to the 
core concept of the new civil society, that is “participatory democracy”: all the assembly 
realized the importance of expressing their opinion, of being active actors in every phase 
of change, and even more in shaky and challenging situations and war torn countries. 

One very touching intervention was made by the representative of the Social and Cultural 
Centre for Women in Erbil: “The political parties now in Iraq are acting like the worst Arab 
narrow minded man: they just do not listen. We want more participation and more space 
for women in our new society”.

The first part of the discussion - moderated by the Al Mesalla member Rabar Talhat and 
conducted by Abdulkhala Yacoubi - focused on the meaning of Kurdish nationalism and on 
how it could be a real tool to reach freedom and dialogue with other political factions. The 
discussion touched several sensitive issues: the Kurdish cultural identity, the relationships 
with  the  Iraqi  state,  the ideological  meaning of  nationalism,  the need to  build  up  civil 
freedom  and  equal  rights.  The  discussion  was  very  participated  and  many  different 
opinions  were  expressed,  converging  in  the  same  wish  for  a  constructive  political 
nationalism built upon a new civil society based on rule of law and respect of human rights.

The second lecturer, Zirak Khamal,  spoke about the actual situation of the Communist 
Party in Iraq, with strong self criticism. The assembly expressed how unsatisfied the civil 
society  is  about political  parties and how dialogue and real  contact  with the people is 
recently  missing.  The  Islamic  party  underlined  then  that  dialogue  and  respect  for 
diversities are actually the keys for a real improvement in Iraq. 

Basil Abdulkareem, president of Al Mesalla, launched then a call for organising an Iraqi 
National Social Forum, for a new discussion that could bring real change. As an intellectual 
and history expert, he recalled the story of the many challenges Iraqi faced - the fascist 
period and the many “infections” that civil society suffered – and quoted the words of the 
Egyptian philosopher  Samir:  “the real  challenge is  the rich  minority  ruling our  life  and 
choices”.   

A short movie on Martin Luther King was then projected: Al Mesalla centre recently worked 
on the first translation in Kurdish language of this very interesting documentary on the 
nonviolent leader.
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After a quick break, the Kirkuk teacher Ribuwar talked about the culture of forgiveness and 
the  need of  educating  the  community  to  a  much peaceful  attitude.  He expressed the 
appreciation of civil society about the nonviolent movement that Al Mesalla is promoting all 
over Iraq, with support of Un Ponte Per and NOVA. 
The final press conference was then held by Abdullah Khalid, manager of the Hiwar Centre 
in Erbil and director of Al Mesalla Centre, with an intervention of Paolo Lubrano, head of 
Mission of the Italian NGO Un Ponte Per, and a very interesting report was presented by 
the representative of the local organisation Empowerment of Youth (based in Sulaymania). 

The  intense  participation,  the  newly  raised  awareness  about  human  rights  and  the 
common effort towards a more peaceful society made us all realize that “a new world is 
possible”, even in the torn out situation of Iraq. 
Our final wish was then for a global feeling of belonging to the same community, and a 
widespread word of nonviolence and dialogue. 

The following activities in the northern provinces have been organized by members of the 
LAONF (“Nonviolence”, in Arabic) movement, visit the website www.laonf.net 

PROVINCE OF ERBIL 

Place Soran
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity 2 Seminars on the World Social Forum contents and meaning 

“Another World is Possible” – morning and afternoon
Participants 30 participants

         

Place Razghar
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Poetry reading and discussion
Participants 41 participants
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Place Chaqlawa
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Seminar on the World Social Forum contents and meaning 

“Another World is Possible” 
Participants 25 participants

    

Place Benaslawa
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Seminar on the World Social Forum contents and meaning 

“Another World is Possible” 
Participants 25 participants

    

Place Erbil - Kurdistan Students' Union centre
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Seminar on the World Social Forum contents and meaning 

“Another World is Possible”, with the participation of the 
Secretary of Kurdistan Students' Union

Participants 35 participants
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PROVINCE OF SULEMANYA

Place Sulemanya 
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Seminar on democracy and civil society. Reported on 

www.azaditv.tv (local TV linked to Kurdistan Communist Party)
Participants 30 participants

Place Kifri
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Tennis match 
Participants 16 young boys

Place Sulemanya – High school “Chirin”
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Seminar for boys and girls 15-18 years old on the World Social 

Forum contents and meaning “Another World is Possible”. 
Reported on www.azaditv.tv (local TV linked to Kurdistan 
Communist Party)

Participants Almost 400 participants 
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Place Derbandikhan
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Donation of stationary and school material for 116 students of 

High School
Participants -

     

Place Qala Diza
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Seminar on the World Social Forum contents and meaning 

“Another World is Possible”
Participants 32 participants

    

Place Sulemanya
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Open discussion on the World Social Forum contents and 

meaning “Another World is Possible” – with the participation of 
the Secretary of Democratic Youth Federation in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
Reported on www.azaditv.tv (local TV linked to Kurdistan 
Communist Party)

Participants 30 participants
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PROVINCE OF KIRKUK

Place Dubis
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Poetry reading and discussion; sport competitions for High 

School students
Participants 31 students

      

Place Chamchamal
Responsible group Democratic Youth Federation of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Activity Poetry competitions for 6 young poets
Participants 81 participants

      

PROVINCE OF DYALA

Place Khanaqeen 
Responsible group General Union Kurdistan Students - Iraq
Activity Poetry reading and discussion
Participants 21 participants
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BAGHDAD - Iraqi Women Movement Conference

"Iraqi Women Call: Stop the Humanitarian Crisis"

Opening statement by   Hanaa Edwar  

Dear Distinguished guests,

It’s an outstanding chance for us to come from all over the country to gather in Baghdad, 
opening the cruel and harsh crises’ files, tolerated daily by millions of Iraqi people, where 
the  plight  is  crushing  them  physically,  psychologically  and  financially,  increasing  their 
desperation from politics, politicians, and the political process, specifically the inability of 
Iraqi state institutions and international community to address pragmatic solutions to basic 
crises, that has multiplied into new ones, threatening to jeopardize resolutions to the Iraqi 
plight,

We come to this forum to discuss in dialogue, our worries as women and as devastated 
people, with state officials, and all concerned international stakeholders, to help us, in joint 
willing efforts to build a democratic Iraq, saving Iraqis dignity, resources, and unity and 
independence of its lands, 

Here we will share with you documented eye witnesses and reports, mixed with pains and 
sufferings of Iraqis, let’s listen to them and think together of practical measures to even 
slightly ease their pains, let’s share the burden of resolving piling crises that have wearied 
our people for the past five years, within a frame of a comprehensive national strategy for 
reconstruction and development in Iraq, 

We come here, women and men, filled with hope to open a window for peace, harmony, 
security, and stability in a country that has endured bitterness of many decades of wars, 
coercion, oppression and deprivation, where blood is still shedding in different parts of the 
country, and the ghost of death, and humiliation of homelessness hovers over our homes, 
cities and streets, 

In the name of Iraqi Women Movement, in the name of all Iraqi women, descendants of 
the ancient  civilization,  the women who planted the pillars of  stability  in  Mesopotamia, 
descendants of the glorious history of Iraqi women heroism stories; we represent a wide 
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range of  slices  from the  Iraqi  being  spectra  with  its  ethnicities,  ideological  and  social 
tendencies,  as a live  and active  part  of  the civil  society  movement.  We have worked 
together under different frames, of which are the: Iraqi Women Network, Rafidain Women 
Coalition,  Iraq Pledge,  Advocacy  Campaign for  Legislative  and Civil  Women Rights  in 
Kurdistan, National Women Coalition, and Country of Peace Movement against violence, 
in addition to prominent political, academic and social women figures, working jointly for 
the welfare of our people, with persistence and open minds, enthusiastically and tirelessly 
dedicated to keep Iraqi  citizenship identity incorporated in our dialogues,  activities and 
programmes, rising above sectarian,  or religious, or limited political  parties trends, and 
exclusion, with sincerity to maintain dialogue and negotiation to find peaceful resolutions to 
the conflicts and contradictions threatening our people and  our future generations,

Our conference today is concurring with the International Day of Actions (January 26th- 
30th) launched by World Social Forum, which comprise of many organizations, groups, and 
movements all over the world, carrying out different activities to identify a replace current 
globalization  of  monopoly  and  exploitation  led  by  multinational  companies,  with  a 
globalization that calls to respect human rights and solidarity amongst peoples to achieve 
justice and equality. We anticipate from our conference to enhance the role of Iraqi civil 
society movement locally, regionally, and internationally.

Ahead of us, we have two full days of hard work, where we’ll be addressing six difficult and 
entangled  topics:  Displacement,  Crimes of  violence against  women,  Women trafficking 
and prostitution of others, Juvenile detainees sufferings and their families, Plight of street 
children,  drug victims and child  labour,  Failure  of  public  services  including  health  and 
education.  Our  legitimate  ambition  is  to  nurture  the  conference  results  with  tangible 
recommendations  on  issues  raised,  to  face  contemporary  humanitarian  challenges,  to 
expand  joint  efforts  between  government,  international  community  and  civil  society 
stakeholders in Iraq

Let us sing together:        Let’s build our home together,
                                         Let’s push aside the pain, 
                                         To bring happiness to its eyes, 
                                         This home is wounded and needs a hand,
                                         For our home is honour and duty,
                                         We should keep it safe and sound

                                         Thank you for listening,
Hanaa Edwar
E-mail: hanaa.e@iraqi-alamal.or  g  , 
Baghdad, January 26th, 2008
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NAJAF – Children celebration against school violence

Beating children is a “traditional habit” in Iraqi elementary schools, but many teachers are 
sensitive  to  this  problem and are trying to  bring  a change.  A young teacher  of  Najaf, 
Thuwar Oleiwi Hasan, member of the Iraqi nonviolent movement LAONF, decided that the 
Global Day of Action was the right one to act against violence in her school.
She observed that  teachers who used to beat  children didn't  know anything about the 
qualities of each of them, their hobbies and interests, their love for life. She spoke about 
the problem of violence with her pupils and they decided together to organize together a 
school celebration against beatings. Thirty-five children, about 12 years old, participated in 
the  celebration  preparing  cakes  and  drawings,  some  of  them  accompanied  by  their 
parents, with the support of the headmaster of the school and the help of another teacher.

Thuwar says: “We agreed to have a small party in the school and a free day to speak 
about  education  in  other  countries,  and  how  children  are  treated  in  class  in  other 
situations. My pupils' faces are tired for sectarian, domestic and school violence they see 
in Iraq. They live in a very poor area of Najaf and after school they work in different jobs. 
Moreover, some teachers treat them like animals. We start now with activities for children, 
but in fact I  should organize training programmes on nonviolence for teachers as well. 
During  the celebration on the Global Day of Action children drew a logo  on nonviolence, 
and since then in the school episodes of beating stopped. I thank God for having done 
what I promised to my pupils, I thank God that the celebration succeeded and that with this 
kind of activities children are changing their behavior in life”.  
Thuwar is a member of the Iraqi Nonviolent Group LAONF (www.laonf.net) in the name of 
the Iraqi Women League.

SAMAWAH – Ball replacing war toy

Iraqi children's games replicate what they see in the streets: every kid has gun toys. Al-
Arfan organization in Samawa organizes actions in schools by offering children to replace 
their war toys with coloured balls. In order to help children resist violence, and refuse it, Ali 
Hakem Sahab thought he had to offer them something better in exchange. For the Global 
Day of Action he rent a hall and distributed leaflets in his city about his activity. Since 9 am 
children  started coming,  accompanied by their  families,  carrying their  war  toys for  the 
“peace exchange”. 
Ali says: “When we started replacing the war toys some children burst out crying, but after 
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a few minutes all of them were playing in the street and looked very happy. We distributed 
100 colored balls to 100 children, then we collected all the war toys and set them on fire. 
Parents thanked our staff for helping their children to forget war through a nice idea and 
asked us to continue with this kind of projects to build a new Iraq liberated from violence, 
war and destruction. I'd like to start an international campaign to stop fabrication of war 
toys, I'm ready to volunteer for it”.

   

Ali  is a member of the Iraqi Nonviolent Group LAONF (www.laonf.net) in the name of al-
Arfan organization.

NATIONAL ACTIVITY - 2000 copies of a Dossier on the WSF 
      distributed in Iraq

“World Social Forum: the history and the concept”

The Iraqi NGO al-Mesalla produced a dossier on the World Social Forum, with articles of 
Naomi  Chomsky,  Walden Bello, Naomi  Klein, Samir  Amin and others.  The initial  Arab 
version has been translated into Kurdish and 2000 copies were sent from Erbil  to the 
whole country for  the Global  Day of Action.  They have been distributed on the 26th of 
January in Erbil, Sulemanya, Dohuk, Kirkuk, Baghdad and Basra to many organizations 
who have or have not participated in the WSF initiatives, to spread awareness on this 
global political space for civil society. 

  Arabic version Kurdish version
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For all action who took place in the northern governatorates, and for information on 
the WSF dossier contact:

Abdulla Khalid
E-mail: abdullaxalid@yahoo.com 
Executive Director of Al-mesalla Human Resources Developing Center (Erbil)
Iraq- Kurdistan Region-Erbil-Shekh Mahmud Round
Office ph. +964662222866
Website of the LAONF (nonviolence) movement: www.laonf.net 

Ismaeel Dawood 
E-mail: ismaeel.dawood@unponteper.it 
UPP Project Manager, Amman office, ph. +962 6 5675836
Website: www.unponteper.it 

For the women conference in Baghdad contact:

Iraqi Al-Amal Association 
Baghdad, Elwiyah, Sector 903, Rd. 14, House no. 6, 
Tel: +964 1 717 1 618
Mobiles: +964 7901 919 285-6-7
E-mail: baghdad@iraqi-alamal.org
Website: www.iraqi-alamal.org

For the initiative in Najaf contact:

Thuwar Oleiwi Hasan
E-mail: thuwar_icp@yahoo.com 
Iraqi Women League (Najaf)

For the initiative in Samawah contact:

Ali Hakem Sahab
E-mail: ali731981@yahoo.com 
Al-Arfan Media and Culture Organisation
Website: http://ali731981.googlepages.com/home 

Report drafted by:

Ismaeel Dawood 
E-mail: ismaeel.dawood@unponteper.it 
UPP Office in Amman, ph. +962 6 5675836

Ibrahim Ismaeel Ibrahim
E-mail: karawan_kurd@yahoo.com 
al-Mesalla Centre (Erbil)

Martina Pignatti Morano
E-mail: pignattimora@unisi.it
Un ponte per... www.unponteper.it
Nova Terra www.novaterra.cat (Barcelona, Spain), ph. +34 933967988, Skype: martinapm
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